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as the unlovely phrase goes. He was no more prepared to
"mess up his career" than were his colleagues in the Minis-
tries fifteen years later. He took the line of the least resist-
ance. "Funny idea, to stand out for something that is
hopeless!" That is the maxim of sceptics of his sort, men
with so low an opinion of the moral level of humanity that
they are prepared always to assume that the worst course is
bound to be taken.

Herr von Klihlmann is no longer of interest. His lack of
character did not even bring him a material reward. By
joining in the whole mad course of the war party, LudendorfF
and Tirpitz and Hugenberg and the rest, against his own
better judgment, he earned in the end the contempt of all
his contemporaries. He was perhaps Germany's ablest
diplomat, but he was never again called upon. But this
Kiihlmann spirit is deeply embedded, in spite of this experi-
ence, in all ranks of the public service* It is just as wide-
spread in the highest quarters of society as in the lower
ranks and among the "groundlings,** wheres in the form of
crass opportunism, it paved the way for the revolution*

The share of the broad masses of the German people in
the responsibility for the revolution and the war lies not
where it is constantly sought, in a supposedly ingrained
militarism, but in this opportunism, under the influence of
which they imagine always that they are choosing the lesser
evil, but make with deadly certainty for the greater one.

A Jewish friend, who under the Nuremberg Laws had
been deprived of his high judicial post and placed on pen-
sion, told me how, on a holiday in the mountains, he had
met one of his "Aryan** colleagues. "Well,*5 said this man*
"here's a fine business! We are hard at work now promoting
everybody, even the most utter dunderheads, straight into
the highest posts, as their reward for having taken the
secret step5 unconstitutionally and itx violation of their
oatfa of office, of ietting themselves be inscribed as citizens
of the Third Reich, at the time of the glorious struggle for
power, that coveted prize. Suppose, I&rr jto&g*, we timv
violate our oath of loyalty to the 'noble movement/ so as to
assure ourselves membership of the Fourth Jtealtn? Splendid
opportunities of feture prorootaon! What say you?5*